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Incomplete quotation 

Simple evaluative 
comment 

Misquotation 
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Level 1: 3 marks 
Simple, limited evaluation; simple evaluative comments in response to the 
focus of the statement; nothing on writer's methods and textual references 
are either incomplete or incorrect. 

Simple response to the 
focus of the statement 
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Some evaluative 
comment  

Some appropriate 
textual reference 
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Some response to the 
focus of the statement 

Limited understanding of 
writer’s methods – 
identifies techniques 
with support, but 
comment deals with 
content rather than 
method 

Some evaluative 
comment  

Some appropriate 
textual references 
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Some response to the 
focus of the statement 
although some 
ambiguity over whether 
“he” is Alex or his father 

Some evaluative 
comment 

Some evaluative 
comment  
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Level 2: 9 marks 
Some attempts at evaluation; some response to the focus of the statement 
with some appropriate textual references. Weakest aspect is writer's 
methods, which are occasionally identified but never considered. 

This response is typical of Level 2. There is some ambiguity, eg "despite 
the struggling he is trying to cope" probably refers to Alex but because the 
focus of the selected quotation is Alex's father, there is insufficient clarity to 
move the response to level 3. Similarly, “where little things like that don't 
seem to matter any more" lacks context. To what does "that" refer? 
Precision and contextualisation are needed for level 3. 

The response could have been improved by addressing the above points, 
and also focussing more on the writer's methods. 
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Some response to the 
focus of the statement 
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Clear evaluation 

Relevant textual 
reference 



GCSE English Language marked responses 

9 

Clear understanding of 
writer’s method. Not 
helpfully explained, but if 
“once” is the negative 
language, then the 
explanation that follows, 
with the words “since” 
and “no longer” is clear 
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Level 3: 12 marks 
Clear and relevant evaluation; clear understanding of writer's methods - 
although benefit of doubt given to candidate with "semantic field of 
negativity" consisting of "once". 

This response could have been improved by an evaluation of a wider range 
of ideas and also a greater focus on writer's methods, especially by 
considering the effects of more than one example of a semantic field. 
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Relevant textual 
reference 

Clear evaluation 

Perceptive analysis of 
writer’s methods 

Judicious textual detail 

Perceptive evaluation 
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Convincing response to 
focus of statement 

Judicious use of textual 
detail 

Perceptive 
understanding of writer’s 
methods 

Level 4: 18 marks 
Perceptive evaluation and convincing response to the focus of the 
statement; perceptive understanding of writer's methods, with judicious 
textual detail.

This response demonstrates an intelligent choice of writer's methods on 
which to focus: the symbolic representation of the storm, and the use of 
listing and metaphor to convey the contrast in the mother pre/post illness. 

The candidate references details earlier in the passage but always in 
relation to the events in the given lines, which is perfectly acceptable. 

The conciseness of the response shows that Level 4 can be achieved if the 
quality of evaluation and the analysis of writer's methods are sufficiently 
perceptive. 
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