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1 

(Not yet focused on 
language) 

Simple textual detail 

Simple comment on the 
effect of language 

Level 1: 1 mark 
Simple awareness of language; one simple comment on the effect of 
language; simple textual detail. The rest of the response does not focus on 
language. 
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2 

Some appropriate 
textual detail 

Simple comment on the 
effect of language 

Attempt to comment on 
the effect of language 

Some use of subject 
terminology 

Attempt to comment on 
the effect of language 
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3 

Some appropriate 
textual detail but the 
comment is about 
content rather than the 
use of language 

Level 2: 4 marks 
Some understanding of language; attempts to comment on the effect of 
language; some use of appropriate textual detail; some use of subject 
terminology. 

The comment on the effects of language in this response is better than in 
the previous response on Level 1, but the explanation is not yet sufficiently 
developed to be considered clear. 

A typical level 2 response sometimes offers synonyms for the selected 
word. Here, "aggressive" is an appropriate synonym for "roaring", but 
"unhappy" is less successful. 
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Accurate use of subject 
terminology 

Attempt to comment on 
the effect of language 

Clear explanation of the 
effects of language 
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5 

Attempt to comment on 
the effect of language 

Level 3: 5 marks 
Clear understanding of language; one clear explanation of the effects of 
language in the first paragraph; accurate use of subject terminology.  

The explanation of the effects of language in this response is better than 
the previous response on Level 2.  

The response could have been improved by a more specific analysis of the 
word "lashing" and a greater range of examples. 
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6 

Clear and accurate use 
of subject terminology 

Relevant textual detail 

Clear explanation of the 
effects of language 
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7 

Beginning to analyse 
effects of language 

Clear explanation of 
effects of language 

Perceptive analysis of 
language 

Level 4: 7 marks 
Perceptive understanding of language by the end; sophisticated and 
accurate use of subject terminology. 

The analysis of the effects of language in this response is better than in the 
previous response on Level 3. 

The selection of language is the same as in the several other responses, 
but it is what the student does with it that is significant. 
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