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GCSE English Language marked responses

Look in detail at this extract from lines 6 to 11 of the Source: |

What had awakened him was the noise from the storm: wind lashing the trees, rain
on the rooftop, and thunder. He turned on the light with a sensation of being adrift
in a boat, and pushed closer to the bulk of the large dog sleeping beside him. He
pictured the roaring Pacific Ocean a few blocks from his house, spilling in furious '
waves against the rocks. He lay listening to the storm and thinking about the black

bird and about his mother, waiting for the pounding in his chest to die down. He

was still tangled in the images of his bad dream. |

How does the writer use language here to describe the effects of the storm?
You could include the writer's choice of:

¢ words and phrases ‘

e language features and techniques |

e sentence forms. '
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Level 1: 1 mark

Simple awareness of language; one simple comment on the effect of
language; simple textual detail. The rest of the response does not focus on
language.
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Level 2: 4 marks

Some understanding of language; attempts to comment on the effect of
language; some use of appropriate textual detail; some use of subject
terminology.

The comment on the effects of language in this response is better than in
the previous response on Level 1, but the explanation is not yet sufficiently
developed to be considered clear.

A typical level 2 response sometimes offers synonyms for the selected
word. Here, "aggressive" is an appropriate synonym for “roaring”, but
"unhappy" is less successful.
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Level 3: 5 marks

Clear understanding of language; one clear explanation of the effects of
language in the first paragraph; accurate use of subject terminology.

The explanation of the effects of language in this response is better than
the previous response on Level 2.

The response could have been improved by a more specific analysis of the
word "lashing" and a greater range of examples.
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Level 4;: 7 marks

Perceptive understanding of language by the end; sophisticated and
accurate use of subject terminology.

The analysis of the effects of language in this response is better than in the
previous response on Level 3.

The selection of language is the same as in the several other responses,
but it is what the student does with it that is significant.
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